
November 12, 1952

Miss Mildred Thompson
Bureau for Mentally Deficient
Glove Building - 4th and Cedar
St. Paul 1, Minnesota

Dear Miss Thompson:Re your letter of October 22, 1952, I have been a little delayed in formu-lating any research plans. We have, as you may have heard, been working on a veryimportant research project of our own. The panel discussion, by the way, ended on ahigh note of optimism in respect to the financing of the project. I certainly hopethe optimism was justified.When I think of research needs among the persons whom we call defectivechildren who are management problems, I have to rely on my own very limited experiencewith them. It has seemed to me in working with these persons that many of them, ifnot all, have serious personality defects which may be primary in their maladjustment.Some of them, at least, have sufficient intellectual endowment to warrant classificationas borderline or dull normal in this 
respect, and with others it may be that theiremotional problems affect their performance on intelligence tests (and in other lifesituations) to such an extent that they give a spuriously low estimate of potentiallearning and adjustive abilities. I should like to see a thorough study 

m a d e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e p r o b l e m  f r o m  a  
d i a g n o s t i c  a n d  p r o g n o s t i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s u c h  r e s e a r c h  w o u l d  b e  
t o  g i v e  a  t h o r o u g h  d i a g n o s t i c  p i c t u r e o f  
e a c h  p e r s o n  s t u d i e d ,  w i t h  p r o g n o s i s  

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  t r e a t m e n t .  A  f a i r l y  l a r g e
s e r i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e  s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  
l p r o v i d e  p r e c i s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t n e e d s  o f  s u c h  c a s e s  
i n  g e n e r a l .  T h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d i e s w o u l d  i n c l u d e  
p s y c h i a t r y ,  n e u r o l o g y ,  p h y s i o l o g y ,  
b i o l o g y ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  p s y c h i a t r i c
s o c i a l  w o r k ,  a n d  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  
f u r n i s h i n g  E E G ,  E K G ,  a n d  b i o c h e m i c a l  

d a t a . T h e  s u b j e c t s  w o u l d  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S c h o o l s  a n d  F a r i b a u l t
a n d  O w a t o n n a ,  t h e  Y C C  c e n t e r s  a t  R e d  
W i n g ,  S a u k  C e n t e r ,  a n d  S t .  C l o u d ,  a n d  t h e  
A n n e x  a t S t .  C l o u d .  A l l  o f  t h e m  n e e d  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  a s  

m e n t a l l y  d e f i c i e n t ( e .g .,  a t  t h e  Y C C  c e n t e r s ) ,  
b u t  o n l y  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  s o  
c o m m i t t e d  o r  w h o  a r e n o n e t h e l e s s  
r e g a r d e d  a s  d e f i c i e n t  s h o u l d  b e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  I  d o  n o t  k n o w



Miss Mildred Thompson   - 2 -   November 12, 1952exactly how many of such persons are available, but perhaps from 40 to 6 of themmight be discovered in the course of a year. This would make an adequate sample.Whgen the results of the studies are analyzed it shouldl be possible to determine accur-ately what the State needs in diagnostic and treatment facilities for this group.Treatment itself would not be part of the research. In order to carry out this project in the most efficient way it is proposed that the subjects be studied at the Mayo Clinic at Rochester. The diagnostic serviceswould be paid for in the usual way with no particular plea for reduced fees. The subjects could be quartered and fed at the Rochester State Hospital while they werebeing studied. It should be possible to do this free of charge in cooperation withthe superintendent of the State Hospital. No particular hardship would be felt byanyone if the subjects were scheduled for study over the period of approximately oneyear. Estimating hte cost of a complete diagnosis at about $200.00 each, a group of 40 persons would requirean outlay of $8,000. A group of 60 would require $12,000.00. Other expenses would be negligible and would beabsorbed in the day to day outlay of funds for food, quartering, and transportation of patients who are inany event cared for by the state. The proejct coordinator might well be the psychologist at Faribault orthe director of the Bureau for Psychological Services. I do not think this would be a particularly expensive project, and the results of an analysis ofdata obtained would be invaluable in getting a clear picture of what can be done for hte mental defectivewho is a management problem or a delinquent. Whether the state would then provide facilities which mightbe found necessary for the adequate care and treatment of such patients is an administrative problem.Sincerely yours, Carl J Jackson, Superintendent   - By Alfred J Barron, Psychologist.


